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SUBJECT: U.S. SEA TELECOMMUNICATIONS CONFERENCE & EXHIBIT, 

JANUARY 19-21, 1978. 

REF: USDOC 00651 


1 . SUBJECT CONFERENCE AND EXHIBITION NOW CONCLUDED WITH RAVE 
NOTICES FROM BOTH SODOLSKI OF EIA AND BLACK OF SHOW COMPANY 
INTERNATIONAL, EXHIBITION ORGANIZER. 

2. USIMC DIRECTOR AND DEPUTY DIRECTOR INTERVIEWED SODOLSKI ON 
SATURDAY, JANUARY 21 AND BLACK ON MONDAY, JANUARY 23. BOTH 
AGREED THAT THIS EXHIBITION WAS HIGHLY SUCCESSFUL, BORDER- 
ING ON "SUPER" ACCORDING TO SODOLSKI. BLACK ESTIMATED THAT 

85 PERCENT OF THE TELECOMMUNICATIONS CAPACITY OF U.S. INDUSTRY 
WAS REPRESENTED AT THIS 22-COMPANY EXHIBIT. BOTH BLACK AND 
SODOLSKI ANTICIPATED LIMITED RESULTS FOR COMMERCE PROCURE- 
MENT EFFORTS PARTICULARLY WHERE LARGE FIRMS SUCH AS GENERAL 
ELECTRIC, IT&T, GT&E AND WESTERN ELECTRIC ARE CONCERNED. 

OF GREATER IMPORTANCE, HOWEVER, IS THE FACT THAT THE SINGAPORE 
EXHIBITION AND CONFERENCE SIGNALLED THE START OF A 5-YEAR EXHI- 
BIT PROGRAM, WITH THE NEXT EVENT TO TAKE PLACE IN NAIROBI, 
KENYA ONE YEAR FROM NOW. THE SINGAPORE EVENT UTILIZED 12,000 
SQ.FT. NAIROBI WILL UTILIZE APPROXIMATELY 20,000 SQ.FT. 
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3. ACCORDING TO BLACK, THE HIGHLIGHTS OF THE EXHIBITION WERE THE 
TOTAL NUMBER OF REGISTERED ATTENDEES OF 915. THEIR EXPECTA- 
TIONS WERE CONSIDERABLY LESS. THE SAME WAS TRUE FOR SEMINAR 
SESSIONS WHERE 400 ATTENDEES PER SESSION CONSTITUTED TWICE THE 
ESTIMATE ORIGINALLY PLANNED. 


4 WHILE THERE ARE NO SALES FIGURES AVAILABLE, ALL EXCEPT ONE 
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EXHIBITOR WAS EXTREMELY HAPPY WITH THE FLOOR ACTION. 

5. ON THE NEGATIVE SIDE, BLACK FELT THAT AN INADEQUATE JOB 
HAD BEEN DONE IN ATTRACTING MAJOR COMMERCIAL ENTERPRISES. 

6. BLACK ESTIMATED THAT NEARLY 600 OF THE 915 ATTENDEES CAME 
FROM OUTSIDE OF SINGAPORE. IF THIS FIGURE IS CORRECT, IT IS 
OUTSTANDING. BLACK HAS PROMISED TO PROVIDE THE USIMC WITH A 
REGISTERED VISITOR LIST WITHIN THE NEXT 10 DAYS WHICH WE 
SHALL OF COURSE MAKE FULL USE OF. 

7. THE EXHIBITION WAS OPENED OFFICIALLY BY THE U.S. AMBASSADOR. 

JOHN HOLDRIDGE AND BOTH SODOLSKI AND BLACK WERE GRATEFUL AND 
PLEASED WITH HIS PARTICIPATION. 

8. AS THE NAME OF THIS EXHIBITION IMPLIED. THE 22 COMPANIES ALMOST 
ALL EXHIBITED EQUIPMENT RELATING DIRECTLY TO THE TELECOMMUNICA- 
TIONS INDUSTRY. THE RANGE OF PRODUCTS WAS FAIRLY NARROW IN 
SCOPE BUT WOULD BE CONSIDERED HIGHLY SOPHISTICATED SPACE AGE 
COMMUNICATIONS. SATELLITE COMMUNICATIONS WERE QUITE PREVALENT. 
THERE WAS HEAVY EMPHASIS ON GRAPHICS TO SHOW APPLICATIONS OF 
THE EQUIPMENT. 

9. THE CONTRACTOR FOR THE EXHIBIT SYSTEM WHICH BARELY MET INTERNA- 
TIONAL STANDARDS WAS OUR OLD FRIEND, CITYNEON. 
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10. NO PARTICIPATION FEES WERE DIVULGED BY BLACK OR SODOLSKI BUT 
ONE COMPANY INDICATED THAT THE TOTAL VENTURE COST THEM 
NEARLY US$20,000 OUT OF POCKET, NOW COUNTING TIME OF PERSONNEL 
INVOLVED. 

HOLDRIDGE 
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